Test Taking Strategies for Reading

1. Whisper read the titles/subtitles.  Predict what the passage is about.

2. Carefully study any charts, graphs, or diagrams.

3. Number the paragraphs

4. Whisper read the questions carefully, circling the key words.  Make sure you understand what the question is asking.

5. Beginning with the title, whisper read the passage thoroughly at least two times.  Make a mental picture of what is being read.

6. Whisper read the first question and answer choices, getting an idea of what the answer may be.  Do not bubble in your answer choice.  

7. Return to the passage and underline the clues that support the possible answer.

8. Return to the question and eliminate the wrong answers.

9. Bubble in the correct answer and record the paragraph’s number where the answer/clues were located.  Remember, you have to prove your answer is correct.

10. Repeat steps 6 through 9 for the remainder of the questions.

11. Check to make sure all questions are answered reasonably.
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Test Taking Strategies for Math

1. Whisper read the problem at least three times.  Make a mental picture of what is being read.

2. Circle key words in the question.  Make sure you understand what the question is asking.

3. Identify and circle/underline key numbers and labels.

4. Eliminate data that is not needed.

5. Thoroughly study any graphs, charts, or diagrams.

6. Determine the operations/strategies needed to solve the problem.

7. Solve. Show your work. (Draw a picture, label charts and graphs according to the key, fill in place value chart, draw a number line, etc.)

8. Evaluate the solution. Does the solution answer the question?  Does the solution make sense?

9. Check your solution with the answer choice.  If your answer is not found, repeat steps 1 through 8. 

10. Eliminate wrong answers.

11. Bubble in the correct answer.
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